CONESTOGA
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Parent Information 2019-2020
Greetings and Happy School Year!
Another exciting school year will start on August 20, 2019 (1:45PM Early Dismissal). Our anticipated eagerness
to have kids back in the buildings is evident! The classrooms and buildings have never looked better and our school
staff is extraordinary. As a small school district, we are proud of our kids and the places that we live and learn in
daily.
Our Conestoga School Board has created a goal: By 2025, Conestoga will consistently rank in the Top Academic
20% of Nebraska School Districts using standardized assessments and maintain student participation of 100% for
school extracurricular activities. With these lofty goals, the district will have a plan to assist students to find ways
to improve their learning and participation in activities.
The most important part of this new school year’s message is that we are planning on finding ways to
communicate with families better than ever. Research will show that kids thrive in learning environments where
everyone works and communicates well together. Please contact and communicate with your kid’s teachers and
school often! We all have the same goal… as we communicate and work together… we accomplish our goal!
Lastly, encourage your kids to do their best daily at school and find moments afterschool to ask them about what
they learned at school that day! Compliment and commend your kids for their hard work and also their teachers.
Teachers choose to spend their day at school with kids and they too need recognition for their hard work!
In Education,
Dr. Beth Johnsen, Superintendent

We would like to extend our sincerest gratitude to Mr. David Friedli for his service and
dedication to the Conestoga District community over the past 10 years!
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Applications are currently being accepted for substitute clerical, paraprofessionals, food service and teachers. Interested applicants
should contact the Superintendent’s office, 8404 42nd Street, P.O. 184, Murray NE, call 235-2992 or 227-2992 to file an application.
Conestoga Public Schools is an Equal Opportunity Employer. A substitute is a person that can be called to help out on specific days.
CONESTOGA PUBLIC SCHOOLS CHILD FIND
In compliance with Nebraska State Statutes and the Nebraska Department of Education Rules and Regulations, all children with
disabilities (birth to age 21), residing in the State, including children with disabilities who are homeless children or wards of the State
and children with disabilities attending nonpublic schools, regardless of the severity of their disabilities, and who are in need of special
education and related services, shall be located, identified, and evaluated. A practical method shall be developed and implemented to
determine which children with disabilities are currently receiving needed special education and related services. For infants and
toddlers, districts shall demonstrate targeted efforts to meet the needs of children from historically underserved populations,
particularly minority, low-income, inner-city and rural populations, and children with disabilities who are wards of the state.
92NAC 51-006.01
If you, as a district resident, believe that you have a child who may need special education services, please
contact Amanda Wright, Director of Student Services, at 402-235-2271 for more information regarding these
services.
TEXTBOOK LOAN
Pursuant to NDE Rule-4, the Conestoga Public Schools participate in the textbook loan to private school children attending an
approved private school under NDE Rule 10. To make application of loan of textbooks, contact the Superintendent of Schools.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
USDA Nondiscrimination Statement
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity
in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency
(State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individual who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877- 8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint
Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust_html and at any USDA office, or write a
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2)Fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3)Email: program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

BIRTH CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENT IS A LAW!!
All new enrolling students and kindergarten students must provide a certified copy of the student’s birth certificate or other
reliable proof of the student’s identity and age accompanied by an affidavit explaining the inability to produce a copy of the birth
certificate. There is a thirty day period in which this may occur. Failure to comply shall cause the school district to notify the
parents or guardian in writing. If after ten days, compliance has not occurred, the matter shall be reported to the local law
enforcement agency. There is an immunity clause protecting schools from civil or criminal liability.
IMMUNIZATIONS AND PHYSICALS
Students enrolling in the school district shall submit proof of immunization against measles, mumps, rubella, poliomyelitis,
diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, hepatitis B, and chicken pox (varicella) as required by law. The student may be admitted
provisionally to the school if the student has not yet completed the immunization process but is in the process of doing so.
*Contact the school office for a summary of school immunization rules and regulations. Failure to meet the immunization
requirement will be grounds for suspension, expulsion or denial of admission.

Students enrolling in preschool, kindergarten, beginner grade, 7th grade or students transferring to any grade in the district from
out of state shall have a physical examination by a licensed physician, physician’s assistant or nurse practitioner within six months
prior to the entrance and provide proof of such an examination to the school district.
A physical form stating the results of a physical examination and signed by a physician, physician assistant, or an advance practice
registered nurse must be on file before the first day of school at Conestoga Public Schools. The physical exam may be waived in
writing. The sports physicals may NOT be waived.
Students entering school for the first time, including kindergarteners and transfer students from out of state, will be required to
provide proof of a vision evaluation taken within six months prior to the student’s entrance. The vision evaluation may be
waived in writing.

Additional information is available from the school office and Parent-Student Handbook, which each student will receive the first
day of school.

The District’s homeless liaison
is Dr. Beth Johnsen,
Superintendent. Students in
homeless situations who
require assistance should
contact the liaison at
402-235-2992
or
402-227-2992
or in person at
Conestoga District Office
8404 42nd Murray, NE
68409

Policy 5052: School Wellness
The policy is also available in printed
form in each building office. The
superintendent is responsible for
coordinating the implementation of
this policy and for monitoring the
district’s progress in meeting the
goals established by this policy. The
superintendent will periodically
report to the board on the district’s
progress in implementing this
policy

All Board of Education Policies are available on
the school district website at
www.conestogacougars.org
under the Board of Education tab

Policy 5045: Student Fees
The District’s general policy is to provide free
instruction in accordance with the Nebraska
State Constitution. The District also provides
activities, programs and services that extend
beyond the minimum level of constitutionally
required free Instruction. Under the Public
Elementary and Secondary Student Fee
Authorization Act, the District is permitted to
charge students fees for these activities or to
require students to provide non specialized
equipment and attire for certain purposes.
This policy is subject to further interpretation
or guidance by administrative or Board
regulations. Students are encouraged to
contact their building administration, their
teachers or their coaches and sponsors for
further regulations.

Open House
Thursday, August 15, 2019
We encourage all students and parents to attend open house. It is a great time to meet your new teachers and see the schools.
Beginning day of school for all students:
8:00 a.m.- 3:45 p.m. for Elementary
7:50 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. for Jr.-Sr. High
Visit our website at www.conestogacougars.org for a complete list of all activities and information for patrons of the district.

Taco Bar supper at Open House
August 15, 2019
4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Elementary Cafeteria
$5.00 for individual serving
$20.00 per family
Proceeds to support Conestoga TeamMates
Dr. Tom and Nancy Osborne founded TeamMates in 1991 in an effort to provide support and encouragement to school-aged
youth. The goal of the program is to see youth graduate from high school and pursue post-secondary education. To reach this
goal, youth meet once a week with a caring adult who serves as a mentor. Mentors give youth a sense of hope, purpose, and
vision.
Mentors come from all walks of life. They can be young adults or retired professionals. Men or women. But what they have
in common is a genuine desire to positively influence young people. Simply put, mentors are adults who offer support,
friendship and a positive example to young people.
If you have the willingness to share your gifts and talents with a young person, and can give a little of your time on a
regular basis, you can be a mentor.

Conestoga Elementary PTO Events 2019-2020

Who is the PTO, You Are!
All parents and staff of our elementary students are invited to join.
We would love to see you there!
 Welcome Breakfast – August 20th (First Day of School)
Calling all parents of new students! 8:05-8:30 in the school cafeteria. Come as you are, relax and listen to staff who will be working with
your children. Take a tour after if you choose!
 Fall Skate City Party - Tuesday, Sept 10th
Skate the night away in Bellevue with your friends and family!
 Fall Book Fair - September 23-28th
Stock up on books for holiday gifts while helping add books to our school and to give each student a book for the holiday!


Fall Movie Night - TDB Should be held week of Sept 23rd

 Fall Fundraiser- BoosterThon Glow Run - October 8-18th
This will be our 3rd annual BoosterThon Fun Run event that will be held in the gym this year as a Glow Run. Be on the lookout for more
information and ways you can volunteer/support our school and children during this super fun event.
 Parent/Teacher Conference Food - October 21st
Lunch is catered, dessert and drink donations are needed!


Cougar Hollow-een- TBD



Spring Book Fair – February 17-21

 Parent/Teacher Conference Food – February 17
Donations of food are needed for teachers during their conference day
 Spring Skate City Party – Thursday March 12
Another opportunity to skate the night away with friends and family!
 Ice Cream Social/Basket Auction – TBD
Free ice cream social, entertainment from our 4 th-6th graders, basket auction is back. Raffles will also be available.
 Spring Carnival – April 24th
Come enjoy a night filled with food, fun, and games for the whole family!
 Teacher Appreciation Week – May 5th-8th
A week to thank our awesome teachers! PTO provides goodies and encourages student/parent participation in a themed week of fun!

The PTO meets on the first Tuesday
of every month
in the Media Center, 7:00 p.m.
Free childcare is provided for the
hour long meeting.

2019-2020 Conestoga Booster Club Membership Application

Support ALL Conestoga Activities by becoming a Booster Today! Get ONE FREE Activities
Pass (Value $50) by selecting either GOLD Membership Level!

Levels of Participation

Black Level $50 Maroon Level
$70

Individual Membership
Gold $110

Family Membership
Gold $125

One Activity Pass
Booster Club T-Shirt

x2
LED Big Screen (membership
listed)
Sports Rosters (membership
listed)
Exclusive Tailgate Events
Meeting Minutes Email
Voting Privileges

Black Membership
 $50

Maroon Membership
 $70



Gold Membership
Indiv $110  Family $125

Return form w/check to: Conestoga Booster Club Conestoga Jr/Sr High PO Box 40 Murray NE 68409
Name(s) as they will appear for recognition________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number______________________________Email(s)______________________________________________
Student_______________________________Grade_______Activities_____________________________________
Student_______________________________Grade_______Activities_____________________________________
Student_______________________________Grade_______Activities_____________________________________

Conestoga Public Schools Elementary 2019-2020 Student Supply List
1.
2.

IT IS SUGGESTED ELEMENTARY STUDENTS BRING A BOOKBAG TO SCHOOL EVERY DAY.
STUDENTS NEED TO WEAR TENNIS SHOES ON P.E. DAYS. A SECOND PAIR OF SHOES MAY BE KEPT AT SCHOOL.

PRESCHOOL
RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES
Full size back pack
1 pkg Pipsqueak skinny markers
1 box facial tissue
4-Glue Sticks
1 – Two pocket folder

SUGGESTED DONATED ITEMS
Bring the following donated items according to the first letter of
your child’s last name: (no need to label donated items)
A-H
I-O
P-Z
Foam shapes (ABC)
Foam shapes (animal or character)
Cardstock paper
1 box crayons
Stickers (animal or character)
Quart ziplock bags
1 bag of uncooked beans
Jumbo self-adhesive Jewels
4 pk of playdough

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

KINDERGARTEN
RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES
Large Book bag (label please; Must Have)
Beach Towel or small blanket (Must Have)
2 boxes facial tissue (200ct.)

SUGGESTED DONATED ITEMS
2 pink erasers
4 boxes 24 crayons
1 box unscented baby wipes for table cleaning
1 box washable markers

*Bring 1-2 snacks each month for entire class*

FIRST GRADE
RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES
SUGGESTED DONATED ITEMS
Book bag
1 pkg of 4 highlighters
Scissors
2 – 200 ct. facial tissue
1 box low odor dry erase markers
Earphones (their own set) headset style preferred
1 fun folder
Magic erasers
4 pink rectangular erasers
Gallon ziplock bags
4 3- Pronged Plastic folders (1 green,1 purple,1 blue,1 red)
2 Box of 24 crayons
36- #2 pencils (good quality)
5 glue sticks
Markers
Colored Pencils
Pencil Box
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SECOND GRADE
RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES
1 box colored pencils
1 box 24 crayons
24 - #2 lead pencils (good quality)
4- large erasers
1 box washable markers
2 - wide-line spiral notebook
Scissors
Book bag
2 “fun/fancy” folders
8 – Glue sticks
1 – Bottle of glue

SUGGESTED DONATED ITEMS
1 box quart ziplock bags
4 Low odor dry erase markers
4 boxes facial tissue
1 set earbuds/headphones (this will be their own pair)
NO PENCIL BOXES OR TRAPPER KEEPERS
Some supplies (crayons, etc.) will be shared by entire class.

IT IS SUGGESTED ELEMENTARY STUDENTS BRING A BOOKBAG TO SCHOOL EVERY DAY.
STUDENTS NEED TO WEAR TENNIS SHOES ON P.E. DAYS. A SECOND PAIR OF SHOES MAY BE KEPT AT SCHOOL.

THIRD GRADE
RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES
SUGGESTED DONATED ITEMS
Bookbag (Label)
2 boxes facial tissue
1 box crayons
24- good quality #2 pencils
4 large erasers
1 “fun” folder (Label)
1 pkg. Multicolored highlighters
1 box colored pencils
2 - plain colored plastic pocket folders
1 pair scissors (Label)
6-8 glue sticks
LABEL ONLY ITEMS NOTED – OTHER SUPPLIES WILL BE SHARED BY CLASS
1 box markers
1 pair earphones or headphones (Label)
1 pkg low odor dry erase markers
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOURTH GRADE
RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES
Sharp point, good quality scissors
1 box 24 crayons
24 -#2 pencils (good quality NO MECHANICAL)
4-Large erasers
4 – plain colored pocket folders
1 – “Fun” folder (label)
3 – 1 subject spiral notebook
4- glue sticks
1- pkg. WIDE line notebook paper
1 – pkg. highlighters (multiple colors)
2 boxes odorless dry erase markers
Markers
Pencil bag or box
1 box colored pencils
Headphones (label)

SUGGESTED DONATED ITEMS
2 – 200 ct. box facial tissue
Ziplock bags – any size
1 bottle of glue
1 container unscented baby wipes

LABEL ONLY ITEMS NOTED - OTHER SUPPLIES WILL BE SHARED BY CLASS

FIFTH GRADE
RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES
1 box colored pencils
24 - #2 pencils (good quality)
2 – pkgs. Wide-line notebook paper
1 – accordion folder
3 - spiral bound notebook – wide-line
1 box of markers
2 black felt tip markers pens (1 fine point,1 ultra fine point)
1 pencil bag, not box
highlighters (multiple colors)
Scissors
6 – glue sticks

SUGGESTED DONATED ITEMS
2 - 200 ct. boxes facial tissue
1 pkg. red pens

LABEL ALL ITEMS

2 lar

SIXTH GRADE
RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES
2 – 3 Subject notebooks
Accordion file folder or Trapper Keeper w/folders
Scissors
Pencils
Blue or black pens
1 – Package markers
1 – Package colored pencils
2 – Highlighters
Ruler with centimeters & inches
Glue stick or bottle of Glue
1 – Package lined paper
2 – 1 subject notebooks (at least 100 pages )
Book covers (optional)

1 pk

SUGGESTED DONATED ITEMS
2 – 200 ct. boxes facial tissue

LABEL ALL ITEMS

Conestoga School District’s 2019-2020 Assessment Schedule

Assessment
aimswebPlus

Grades Tested
7 &8

aimswebPlus

K-6

8/27/19 - 8/31/19

MAP

K-11

9/10/19 - 9/27/19

Pre-ACT

Sophomores and Juniors

th

th

th

th

Testing Windows/Dates
8/27/19 - 8/31/19

October TBA

aimswebPlus

7 &8

MAP

K-6

12/10/19- 12/20/19

aimswebPlus

K-6

1/7/20 - 1/10/20

MAP

7-11

2/4/20 – 2/28/20

ASVAB

Juniors

TBA (Mrs. Kreifels)

NAEP

No testing this year

None

NSCAS

3-8

3/16/20 - 5/1/20

ACT

Juniors

3/24/20

aimswebPlus

K-6

5/1/20 – 5/8/20

MAP

K-6 (optional)

aimswebPlus

th

7 &8

th

12/10/19 - 12/13/19

4/28/20 – 5/8/20

5/1/20 – 5/8/20

Mid States School Bus Company
P.O. Box 164 Murray, NE. 68409
Office 402-235-2206
Transportation Managers,
Don and Nancy Schultz
All bus routes are scheduled by the transportation managers. If you want your child to
ride the bus, you MUST register, even if you child rode previously This is to avoid
confusion regarding students who may have moved or are attending another school district.


New Families may contact the Transportation Office at 402-235-2206 to arrange
transportation. There is no charge for transportation at Conestoga. Stop by, at Open House on August 15,
meet Don and Nancy and make sure your children are on a bus route.


It is requested that children are at his or her bus stop five minutes prior to their scheduled
time. The bus may arrive 5 minutes prior to your scheduled pickup time or up to 5 minutes after.
 We do require a courtesy phone call if your child is not going to be on the bus in the A.M.
One or two miles makes a huge difference in time for our rural routes.


If you child is only going to ride once or twice a week, we would much prefer to have you
on our WILL CALL list. If you are not sure if your child will ride the bus this year, complete the Paperwork so
your house will be added to a route but, your child will on the WILL CALL list until you notify transportation
that you are ready to become a part of the bus route.


We have had families that Option In from another district request transportation.
Our guidelines are:
 If you live on an existing route, you may ride the bus.
 If you live close to an existing route, you may meet the bus and ride.
 The school district will not expand a route to include an option student.
Call 402-235-2206 if you need to find out where the nearest bus route is.

Busing Service Request Form
This form MUST be filled out for ALL busing requests, even if your child(ren) rode the bus previously. If you think that some time during the year you will be using the bus service, please fill
out the form and we will put you on the WILL CALL.
Please complete and return to:

Mid States School Bu
P.O. Box 164
Murray, NE 68409

Parent/Guardian Name: ___________________________________________________
Residence Address: ______________________________________________________
Home Phone: _____________ Work Phone: ____________ Cell: ________________
Directions from Murray to Residence: (be specific: miles, side of road you live on, etc.)
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Children’s Names
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Grade
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________

Date to begin riding the bus: ______________________________
Additional information that might be helpful while transporting your child(ren) to and from school on the
bus:______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Conestoga Public Schools contracts busing services through Mid States School Bus, Inc.
Please contact Don or Nancy Schultz at 402-235-2206 if your child(ren) will not be riding the bus or if you have
any concerns regarding the busing service you are receiving.

Conestoga Public Schools Lunch Program
The Food Service department would like to take this opportunity to welcome you back to a new and exciting year!
Our Kitchen Staff has many new ideas this year, that we will be implementing into our program.
Each student is required to have a balance deposited in their personal lunch account at the beginning of the school
year. A lunch code is then used by the student to pay for breakfast or lunch each day. Students are reminded when
more money is needed in their account. If you would like an email sent to you, please make sure the office has your
email address.
Due to the large number of unpaid charges in the past, there will be no charging except in an emergency situation
which has been cleared by an administrator or the food service manager, Mary Meisinger.
Parents will receive lunch balance alerts if a balance is less than $10.00. This alert could come via a phone call,
email, or letter. Students are reminded in the lunch line if their balance is getting low.
There can always be an emergency situation - a child has forgotten lunch money. A call to the school or the food
service manager by a parent OR the student talking with the food service employees, will allow the school to make
arrangements for the charge of a lunch. In the elementary building the food service personnel and others on lunch
duty make sure that every child eats a healthy lunch at school every day. It is not an emergency for a child wanting
alacarte.
Our procedure for purchasing AlaCarte at all Conestoga Buildings is: If a student purchases a lunch or bring a lunch
they can purchase “extras”, IF THEY HAVE A BALANCE IN THEIR ACCOUNT OR BRING CASH.
We do not allow charging for AlaCarte items. An AlaCarte item would be seconds of a main dish, fries, etc. As a
parent, please be aware that purchasing alacarte could cost more than a full meal. If our Food Service employees see
a student purchasing alacarte items and could save money by getting a full tray, the student will be told that.
The reason behind this information is simple. The district participates in the Federal Nutrition Program and meals
are reimbursable. The district is required to serve meals approved by the Federal program. Parents send the appropriate lunch money for their child. Parents do not always know if their student is purchasing alacarte items and may
not want that to happen, so we have stopped all alacarte charging unless there is money in the account or cash is
used. It is the parents’ responsibility to talk with your child if you do not want alacarte purchased.
The lunch program can now accept online payments for student lunch accounts. The link for e-Funds is located on
the Conestoga Web site: www.conestogacougars.org and is located under the “About Us” tab. Click on the three
bars on the top left corner to access you account. OR go to website:
https://payments.efundsforschools.com/v3/districts/55934/
Before you begin the process, a parent will need to contact the Food Service Manager Mary Meisinger at 402-2352341 or the District Office at 402-235-2992 or 402-227-2992, to receive student numbers for each student in your
household. This is a required piece of information. A parent registration guideline is located on the log-in page
which will assist you with the log on procedure.
We would like to inform you about the on-line transaction charges which will be your responsibility.
CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS: A flat Convenience fee of $2.65/$100 per transaction is paid by the
parent. The convenience fee is disclosed to the parent for their authorization and then is added to the total
payment amount of items being paid to the school.
ACH CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNT PAYMENT: $1.00 fee is charged for each payment (transaction up
to $100) that is made to the school.
An uncollectible payment fee is $2.50, paid by the parent/guardian.
Insufficient Funds fee is $35.00, paid by parent/guardian.
Conestoga Public Schools is excited to offer this payment option for school lunches. At this time, this is the only
offer for school payments.
Thank You,
Mary Meisinger, Food Service Director

3012
School Meal Program and Meal Charges
Meal Program. The school district will make a school meal program available to students. The cost of the program will be determined by the board of education so as to make the program as nearly self-supporting as possible. With board approval, the
district may contract with a private company or corporation for the management and/or provision of the program.
The district will notify the families with children attending school of the current guidelines for free or reduced-price school meals.
A copy of the complete regulations and procedures regarding reduced-price and free meals shall be available in the office of the
superintendent.
Meal Charge Policy. The district will notify students and their families of the policy for Charged Meals, meaning meals received by a student when the student does not have money in hand or in his or her food account. This policy applies to students
who receive meals at the free, reduced, or full rates.
Notice of this policy must be provided in writing to all households at the start of each school year and to households that transfer
to the school during the school year. Notice may be provided through the student handbook, student registration materials,
online portal used to access student accounts, direct mailing or e-mail, newsletter, the district website, and/or any other appropriate means. Notice of this policy will also be provided all school staff responsible for the enforcement of it, including food service professionals responsible for collecting payment for meals at the point of service, staff involved in notifying families of low or
negative balances, and other staff involved in enforcing any aspect of this policy.
The district’s policy on charged meals is:
If a student has no funds available to pay for a meal, the student will be provided and charged for up to five limited “courtesy
meals,” such as a plain sandwich. Thereafter, if a student has no funds available to pay for a meal, no food will be provided.
Students who qualify for free meals will not be denied a reimbursable meal, even if they have accrued a negative balance from other food purchases. School staff may prohibit any students from charging a la carte or extra items if they do not have cash in hand
or their account has a negative balance.
If a student repeatedly lacks funds to purchase a meal, has not brought a meal from home, and is not enrolled in a free meal program, the district will use its resources and contacts to protect the health and safety of the student. Failure or refusal of parents or
guardians to provide meals for students may require mandatory reporting to child protection agencies as required by law.
Collection of Delinquent Meal Charge Debt
The school district is required to make reasonable efforts to collect unpaid meal charges. The building principal or his or her designee will contact households about unpaid meal charges and notify them again of the availability of the free and reduced meal
program and/or establish payment plans and due dates by telephone, e-mail, or other written or oral communication. If these
collection efforts are unsuccessful, the school district may pursue any other methods to collect delinquent debt as allowed by law.
Collection efforts may continue into a new school year.
In the event that the Nebraska Department of Education develops a state-level meal charge policy, it shall supersede that portion
of this policy.
Adopted on: December 10, 2007
Revised on: June 13, 2017
Reviewed on: ________________________

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Children need healthy meals to learn. Conestoga Public Schools offers healthy meals every school day. Breakfast costs
$2.15 PreK-12; lunch costs $3.00 K-6; $3.25 7-12. Your children may qualify for free or reduced price meals. Reduced price is $.30 cents for breakfast and $.40 cents for lunch. If your child(ren) qualified for free or reduced price
meals at the end of last school year, you must submit a new application by October 9, 2019, in order to avoid an
interruption in meal benefits.
This packet includes an application for free or reduced price meal benefits and a set of detailed instructions. Below are
some common questions and answers to help you with the application process.
1. WHO CAN GET FREE OR REDUCED PRICE MEALS?


All children in households receiving benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP),
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) or the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations
(FDPIR) are eligible for free meals.



Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court are eligible for free
meals.



Children participating in their school’s Head Start program are eligible for free meals.



Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant are eligible for free meals.



Children may receive free or reduced price meals if your household’s income is within the limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines. Your children may qualify for free or reduced price meals if your household income falls at or below the limits on this chart.

2. HOW DO I KNOW IF MY CHILDREN QUALIFY AS HOMELESS, MIGRANT, OR RUNAWAY? Do the members
of your household lack a permanent address? Are you staying together in a shelter, hotel, or other temporary housing arrangement? Does your family relocate on a seasonal basis? Are any children living with you who have chosen
to leave their prior family or household? If you believe children in your household meet these descriptions and haven’t been told your children will get free meals, please call or e-mail Dr. Beth Johnsen, Superintendent, homeless liaison or migrant coordinator, 402-235-2992 or 402-227-2992; bjohnsen@conestogaps.org.
3. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD? No. Use one Free and Reduced Price School
Meals Application for all students in your household. We cannot approve an application that is not complete, so be
sure to fill out all required information. Return the completed application to: Conestoga District Office 8404 42 nd,
Murray, NE 68409; 402-235-2992 or 402-227-2992.
4. SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN
ARE ALREADY APPROVED FOR FREE MEALS? No, but please read the letter you got carefully and follow the
instructions. If any children in your household were missing from your eligibility notification, contact Conestoga District Office 8404 42 nd, Murray, NE 68409; 402-235-2992 or 402-227-2992 immediately.
5. CAN I APPLY ONLINE? You are encouraged to complete an online application instead of a paper application if your
school district makes this option available. Conestoga does not have online applications. You may email a completed
application ntrofholz@conestogaps.or or fax to 402-227-2992. A copy of the application is available at www. contestogacougars.org.
6. MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT A NEW ONE? Yes. Your
child’s application is only good for that school year and for the first few days of this school year. You must send in a
new application unless the school told you that your child is eligible for the new school year. If you do not send in a
new application that is approved by the school or you have not been notified that your child is eligible for free meals,
your child will be charged the full price for meals.
7. I GET WIC. CAN MY CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible
for free or reduced price meals. Please send in an application.
8. WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes. We may also ask you to send written proof of the household income you report.

9. IF I DON’T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For
example, children with a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free and reduced
price meals if the household income drops below the income limit.

10. WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL’S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to school
officials. You also may ask for a hearing by calling or writing to: BETH JOHNSEN, 402 -235-2992 OR 402 227-2992 OR SCOTT MOORE, BOARD PRESIDENT, 402-235-2553.
11. MAY I APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You, your children, or other
household members do not have to be U.S. citizens to apply for free or reduced price meals.
12. WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally receive. For example, if
you normally make $1000 each month, but you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that
you made $1000 per month. If you normally get overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime
sometimes. If you have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced, use your current income.
13. WHAT IF SOME HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS HAVE NO INCOME TO REPORT? Household members may not receive some types of income we ask you to report on the application, or may not receive income at all. Whenever this
happens, please write a 0 in the field. However, if any income fields are left empty or blank, those will also be counted as zeroes. Please be careful when leaving income fields blank, as we will assume you meant to do so.
14. WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE REPORT OUR INCOME DIFFERENTLY? Your basic pay and cash bonuses
must be reported as income. If you get any cash value allowances for off-base housing, food, or clothing, it must also
be included as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include
your housing allowance as income. Any additional combat pay resulting from deployment is also excluded from income.
15. WHAT IF THERE ISN’T ENOUGH SPACE ON THE APPLICATION FOR MY FAMILY? List any additional household members on a separate piece of paper, and attach it to your application. Contact District Office 402-235-2992
or 402-227-2992 to receive a second application.
16. MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP. ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out
how to apply for SNAP or other assistance benefits, please go online to ACCESSNebraska.ne.gov or call 1-800-3834278.
If you have other questions or need help, call 402-235-2992 or 402-227-2992
Sincerely,

Dr. Beth Johnsen, Superintendent
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The Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act requires the information on this application. You do not have to give the information, but if you do not, we cannot approve your child for free or reduced price meals. You must include the last four digits of
the social security number of the adult household member who signs the application. The last four digits of the social security
number are not required when you apply on behalf of a foster child or you list a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Program or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations
(FDPIR) case number or other FDPIR identifier for your child or when you indicate that the adult household member signing the
application does not have a social security number. We will use your information to determine if your child is eligible for free or
reduced price meals and for administration and enforcement of the lunch and breakfast programs. We MAY share your eligibility
information with education, health and nutrition programs to help them evaluate, fund or determine benefits for their programs,
auditors for program reviews and law enforcement officials to help them look into violations of program rules.
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies,
the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior ci vil rights
activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g Braille, large print, a udiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800)
877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD -3027) found
online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA
and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 6 329992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1)
Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
(2)

Fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3)

Email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Conestoga Public Schools strive to keep informed of the changing needs of the community and its population. The Nebraska Department of Education mandates a census of all children age 5-18 to be taken and reported during the summer
for this purpose.
Are you new to the area? Is there a change in your household?
We would appreciate your taking a few minutes to call the district office with the information 402-235-2992, complete
the form and mail to the district office: P.O. Box 184 Murray, NE 68409 or email ntrofholz@conestogaps.org
We are interested in all families, whether or not there are school-age children or the children attend Conestoga Public
Schools. If you know of new families in the area, please pass this information to them.
Thank you for your cooperation and we look forward to hearing from you
____________________________________________________________________________
Adult Household Member:
Last Name
First Name
____________________________________________________________________________
Adult Household Member: Last Name
First Name
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
(give physical address and post office box)
Phone: __________________________________
Name of Child
Birth to 18 Years

Sex: M or F

Date of Birth

Place of Birth

SCHOOL CLOSINGS
During the course of the year there may be times when it is necessary to start school late, dismiss early, or not have school at
all. (Weather, emergencies, etc.). When this is necessary, every effort will be made to get announcements out early.
Please do not call administrators or other school personnel at home. This will only tie up their phone lines and prevent them
from making all the necessary calls to get the closing messages distributed.
Local television and radio stations telecast announcements pertaining to schedule changes or closings.
An automated calling service used by the district to notify families of important school information (closings, late starts, early
dismissals, or even information the patrons of the district need to know). This calling service is generated from the phone
numbers in the Power School program. Notifications will also be sent out through Parent Square via email or text message.
It is important to keep your information current with the school offices.
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